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Abstract
This review is an overview on marine bioactive peptides with promising activities for the
development of alternative drugs to fight human pathologies. In particular, we focus on
potentially prolific producers of peptides in microorganisms, including sponge-
associated bacteria and marine photoautotrophs such as microalgae and cyanobacteria.
Microorganisms are still poorly explored for drug discovery, even if they are highly met-
abolically plastic and potentially amenable to culturing. This offers the possibility of
obtaining a continuous source of bioactive compounds to satisfy the challenging
demands of pharmaceutical industries. This review targets peptides because of the vari-
ety of potent biological activities demonstrated by these molecules, including antiviral,
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