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ABSTRACT 

 

Being present in almost any aquatic system and owing to their ecological role, 

copepods have been the focus of a large number of studies from taxonomy to global 

patterns. However, despite the wealth of information available today, our knowledge of 

their distribution, biology and ecology is still incomplete. Apparently, the more we learn 

about them, the more we are spurred on to advancing our research on these tiny 

crustaceans to fully grasp their significance and role. Through the contributions collected, 

this volume aims at providing new insight in copepod studies and a new foundation for 

future studies. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

The “insects of the sea”, the most abundant metazoans on Earth: over the years, 

copepods have been labelled in several different ways owing to their diversity of life 
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