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PERSONAL INFORMATION Cristiano Bertolucci 
 

 

University of Ferrara, Department of Life Sciences and Biotechnology, via Luigi Borsari 46, 44121 
Ferrara (Italy)  
  

  
https://docente.unife.it/docenti-en/cristiano.bertolucci?set language=en 

    
 

WORK EXPERIENCE   

EDUCATION AND TRAINING   
 

 

 

 

PERSONAL SKILLS   
 

 

 

2020-to date Research Fellow 
Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn of Napoli (Italy) 

 § Member of BEOM Department 

2019-to date Full Professor of Zoology 
University of Ferrara (Italy) 

▪ Vice Director of the SVEB Department, Vice President of the Animal Welfare Commitee; PI of research 
group 

2014-2019 Associate Professor of Zoology 
University of Ferrara (Italy) 

▪ Member of the Research Council (Consiglio della Ricerca) and Animal welfare committee 
1999-2014 Assistant Professor of Zoology 

University of Ferrara (Italy) 

1998 Post-doc Fellowship  

Consorzio Ferrara Ricerche, Ferrara, Italy  

▪ Investigations on circadian rhythms in vertebrates 

1995-1998 Ph.D. degree in Biology  

University of Bologna, Italy  

▪ Daily, seasonal and annual rhythms, Behavioural and endocrinological investigation 

1987-1993 Laurea (MSc) in Biology  

University of Pisa, Italy  

▪ Circadian biology and Neuroethology 

Mother tongue(s) Italian 
Other language(s) English (C1 level) 

Job-related skills Academic Editor of PLOS One (from June 2013), Editor of Biology (from May 2020), Associate Editor of 
Frontiers in Ecology and Evolution (from May 2022), Editorial Board (Review editor) of Frontiers in 
Endocrinology, Frontiers in Cell and Developmental Biology 
Referee for scientific projects from The Royal Society, Czech Science Foundation; National Environmental 
Research Council (UK); U.S.A.-Israel Binational Science Foundation; German-Israel Foundation for Scientific 
Research; Italian MIUR; Israel Science Foundation; NC3Rs – UK, Swiss National Science Foundation, DFG 

Technology Transfer skills 2012 Spinner 2013 Global Grant. Academic tutor for an industrial research project between Italy-Spain 
2013 Italian Patent n° 0001404510 "Gruppo per le sperimentazioni in luce polarizzata". Titolare: ENEA 

Higher Education & 
Training skills 

2018-2024 Coordinator of the Degree in Biological Sciences 
2002-to date Member of the Board of the Ph.D. programme in Life Sciences and Biotechnology 
From 1998 to date supervisor of about 100 experimental theses in Biology, Natural Sciences and 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION   
 

 

Biotechnology of which 40 for Master degrees. 
From 2003 to date supervisor of 12 Ph.D. students at the University of Ferrara and 3 in co-tutele with the 
University of Murcia (SP) 
 

Project Management 
skills 

PI or Coordinator of research unit of Scientific Project funded by MIUR (MIUR-DAAD Joint Mobility 
Program Italy-Germany, Integrated Action Italy-Spain, Italian Antarctic Research Programme, PRIN 
PNRR) and EU (H2020-MSCA-ITN-EID-2020) 

Research interests Cristiano Bertolucci’s research activity is mainly focused on the study of temporal organization of physiological 
and behavioural processes and, in particular, on the circadian timekeeping system of vertebrates. Using a 
multidisciplinary approach (from gene to behaviour) his research activity has allowed to achieve significant 
results for understanding of the evolution of biological clock of animals adapted to extreme environmental 
conditions such as the hypogean blind cavefish and the Antarctic krill. He also investigated behaviour and 
cognition in different fish species (zebrafish, medaka and guppy) and in zebrafish mutants. For instance, the 
characterization of neurotrophin bdnf -/- mutant zebrafish displayed a set of deficits involving generation of 
circadian rhythmicity, behaviour (anxiety) and cognition (learning, executive functions), while null mutants for 
the glucocorticoid receptors showed the role of this steroid hormone on the regulation of stress behavior. 
Furthermore, he explores the effect of environmental xenobiotics on the behavioural and cognitive 
performance in zebrafish. 
In the last years some research activities have focused on the study of animal welfare in aquaculture. He 
investigated the circadian behavioural activity and the effect of environmental cues (light, temperature, 
feeding) or enrichment on the behaviour of different species of commercial interest such as sea bream, sea 
bass, eel, catfish, largemouth bass, tilapia, carp and crabs. 
During his carrier, Cristiano Bertolucci had the opportunity to participate to several national and international 
scientific networks. This networking has resulted in a set of common publications, and in some academic 
invitations in order to develop common research programs. 
 

Selection of Projects - 2008, 2018 MIUR and DAAD Joint Mobility Program Italy-Germany " 
- 2010 MIUR Integrated Action Italy-Spain "Fish chronobiology network: ontogeny of the biological clock 
and circadian rhythms in the reproduction rhythms" 
- 2013. PolarTime - Biological timing in a changing marine environment: Clocks and rhythms in polar 
pelagic organisms. Virtual Helmholtz Institute, Coordination: Alfred Wegener Institute for Polar and Marine 
Research in the Helmholtz Association 
- 2013, 2017, 2021. Italian Antarctic Research Programme  (2013/C1.05, PNRA16_00225,  
PNRA19_00065-B). 
- 2018 Ministerio de Economia, Industria Y Comp. de Espana. “BLUESOLE -  Blue growth and sole 
aquaculture - Use of new blue LED illumination and cycles of light and temperature to improve the rhythms 
of reproduction, development and growth” (AGL2017-82582-C3-R). 
- 2020 H2020-MSCA-ITN-EID-2020 “EASYTRAIN - - Eco-Innovative Aquaculture System Training for 
European Industrial Doctorates” (n° 956129) 
- 2022 Ministerio de Ciencia y Innovación de Espana “BBLUE-AQUA - Improved sustainability & fish 
welfare through harmonisation between environmental cycles and biological rhythms”” (PID2021-
123640OB-C21). 
- 2022 EU - PON Ricerca e Innovazione 2014-2020 - “Sustainable aquaculture: Optimization of farming 
conditions for the improvement of animal welfare and product quality” 
- 2023 MIUR PRIN 2022 PNRR “Rock around the clock: how biological invasions alter circadian clocks of 
native species” (Project code: P20222E4CY) 
- 2023 Proof of Concept Empowering and Speeding-up Technology Evolution – POC PNRR 2022 “ZEA: 
Trattamento e prevenzione di disordini trombotici e di malattie cardiovascolari” 
- 2024 MIUR PNRR “MNESYS - A multiscale integrated approach to the study of the nervous system in 
health and disease” 
- 2024 MIUR PNRR “NANOTHER - “Testing novel nanodelivery of RNA molecules and synthetic genes as 
therapeutic approaches for muscular dystrophy” 
- 2024 MIUR PNRR “BioPo - "Biodiversità ittica nel basso corso del fiume Po: un modello di studio degli 
effetti dei cambiamenti globali nei grandi fiumi" Bando a cascata Spoke 3 National Biodiversity Future 
Center – NBFC. 
- 2024 MIUR 2022 “Some like it hot and lit: the compound effect of light pollution and warming on key costal 
species” (Project code: 2022RW9772). 
 

Publication Track record 166 papers published in International scientific peer-reviewed journal, h-index=40, 5398 citations 
(Source: Google Scholar, 08/04/2026). For the full list of publications: 
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=it&user=CvuN6YUAAAAJ 
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Ferrara, April 8th, 2026 
 
Cristiano Bertolucci 
 
 
 
 
A conoscenza di quanto prescritto agli art 46 e seguenti del D.P.R. 28 dicembre 2000 n. 445, sulla responsabilità penale cui può andare 
incontro in caso di falsità in atti e di dichiarazioni mendaci, nonché di quanto prescritto dall’art. 75 del D.P.R. 28 dicembre 2000 n. 445, sulla 
decadenza dai benefici eventualmente conseguenti al provvedimento emanato sulla base di dichiarazioni non veritiere, ai sensi e per gli 
effetti del citato D.P.R. n. 445/2000 art 46, e sotto la propria personale responsabilità dichiaro che tutte le informazioni contenute nel proprio 
curriculum vitae sono veritiere. Presto consenso all’utilizzo dei dati personali in conformità al Regolamento Generale sulla Protezione dei Dati 
(RGPD) n.679/2016 ed al D.Lgs. 10 agosto 2018, n. 101 in materia di protezione dei dati personali 
 




