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Giorgio Bavestrello has graduated several PhD students. Two students acquired a position of
associated professors (Stefania Puce at the Polytechnical University of Marche, Marzia Bo at the
University of Genoa), one (Michela Martinelli) is research at the CNR (Ancona). Finally Dr.
Masteria Yunovilsa Putra is now Senior Researcher at the Indonesian Institute of Sciences | LIPI -
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Research interests

The research topics of Giorgio Bavestrello are:

1. Taxonomy, morphology and ecology of sponges and cnidarias
2. Ecology of deep benthic communities through ROV imaging


mailto:giorgio.bavestrello@unige.it

3. Mineral/organism interactions

4. Ecology of coral reefs

5. Ecology of Antarctic benthos

6. Response on marine organisms to global warming
6. Conservation of marine ecosystems

The work of the group led by Giorgio Bavestrello has particularly focused on the taxonomy and
ecology of marine benthos, especially Porifera and Cnidaria. In the Mediterranean, research has
focused on studying the short- and long-term responses of organisms to global warming. Particular
attention has been paid to the study of mass mortality events of benthic organisms, which are
considered to be linked to thermal anomalies in coastal waters.

A particularly productive line of research has concerned the biomineralized structures in sponges
and cnidarians and the influence of the mineralogical structure of the substrate on the settlement of
various benthic organisms.

He has recently expanded his research to the study of coral and sponge communities on the deep-
sea floors of the Mediterranean, investigated through the use of ROVs, with particular reference to
the impact of fishing activities. He has described numerous new taxa (genera and species) in
Porifera and Cnidaria.

On these topics, Giorgio Bavestrello has published over 450 scientific articles, mostly in major
international journals. From 2001 to 2006, he directed the Master's program in "Knowledge and
Management of the Biodiversity of Indonesian Coral Reefs," financed through INTERLINK projects.
Several graduates of this program now hold senior positions in the Indonesian university system.
He was invited as a speaker for the inauguration of the Wallace Institute in Makassar and was the
coordinator of a joint Italian-Indonesian mission to evaluate the effects of the 2004 tsunami on the
coral reefs of Sumatra.

Scientific relations with the Hai Phong Institute of Marine Biology in Vietnam have been particularly
fruitful, especially regarding work carried out in Halong Bay, which led to the discovery of new
biocenoses in salt karst lakes.

A research program is currently underway with Japan (Kochi University) to study coral biology and
fisheries. In recent decades, significant effort has been dedicated to studying the biodiversity of the
marine fjords of Chilean Patagonia, in collaboration with the Center for the Study of the Ecology of
Chilean Patagonia (CIEP).

He maintains relationships with numerous foreign universities and has been involved as National
Coordinator (CN) or Unit Manager (RU) in numerous national and European research projects.
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Giorgio Bavestrello has published more than 450 scientific papers
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2023, Spatial and temporal genetic structure of Velella velella (Hydrozoa, Porpitidae) and
its predator Janthina pallida (Gastropoda, Epitoniidae) B Morello, M Bo, F Betti, G
Bavestrello, M Abbiati, F Costantini Hydrobiologia 850 (8), 1751-1762

2023, The paleo-community of the Sciacca red coral G Bavestrello, F Betti, L Calcagnile, M
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2023, Sabellid tubes from the deep shelf off Liguria (Italy): A modern analogue for distal
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Palaeogeography, Palaeoclimatology, Palaeoecology 612, 111333

2023, Leptogorgia sarmentosa (Anthozoa: Octocorallia) in NE Sardinia (Mediterranean
Sea): distribution and growth patterns M Canessa, G Bavestrello, E Trainito Marine
Biodiversity 53 (1)
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based on benthic vulnerability assessment F Betti, F Enrichetti, C Garetto, L Merotto, V
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2023, The Red Coral Community in the Messina Strait: New Findings from the 1700s
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2023, Possible Population Growth of Astrospartus mediterraneus (Risso, 1826)
(Ophiuroidea, Gorgonocephalidae) in the Mediterranean Sea M Canessa, F Betti, M Bo, F
Enrichetti, M Toma, G Bavestrello Diversity 15 (1), 122 1

2022, Biogenic silica in the Posidonia oceanica “matte”, a tool to discover past dynamics of
the sponge community G Costa, A Oprandi, G Bavestrello, M Castellano, M Bertolino The
European Zoological Journal 89 (1), 1285-1293

2022, Marine rocky reef assemblages and lithological properties of substrates are
connected at different ecological levels M Canessa, G Bavestrello, P Guidetti, A Navone, E
Trainito The European Zoological Journal 89 (1), 813-826

2022, Diversity and abundance of heterobranchs (Mollusca, Gastropoda) from the
mesophotic and bathyal zone of the Mediterranean Sea M Toma, F Betti, G Bavestrello, R
Cattaneo-Vietti, S Canese, A Cau, ... The European Zoological Journal 89 (1), 167-189

2022, Structure and status of the Italian red coral forests: What can a large-scale study tell?
M Toma, M Bo, D Giudice, S Canese, A Cau, F Andaloro, M Angiolillo, ... Frontiers in
Marine Science 9, 1073214

2022, Brachiopod fauna from the Deep Mediterranean Sea: Distribution patterns and
ecological preferences M Toma, F Enrichetti, G Bavestrello, S Canese, A Cau, F Andaloro,
... Diversity 14 (9), 753

2022, Living coralligenous as geo-historical structure built by coralline algae D Basso, VA
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961632

2022, 3D Innovative Approach Supporting the Description of Boring Sponges of the
Precious Red Coral Corallium rubrum T Pulido Mantas, G Bavestrello, M Bertolino, C
Cerrano, D Pica, C Roveta, ... Journal of Marine Science and Engineering 10 (7), 868

2022, Filling a Gap: A Population of Eunicella verrucosa (Pallas, 1766) (Anthozoa,
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2022, Sponges associated with stylasterid thanatocoenosis (Cnidaria, Hydrozoa) from the
deep Ross Sea (Southern Ocean) G Costa, G Bavestrello, S Canese, M Canessa, C
Mazzoli, P Montagna, ... Polar Biology 45 (4), 703-718

2022, Ecological role and phylogenetic position of a new habitat-forming species
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Science 265, 107737

2021, Basin-scale occurrence and distribution of mesophotic and upper bathyal red coral
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2021, Population genomic structure of the black coral Antipathella subpinnata in
Mediterranean Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems M Terzin, MG Paletta, K Matterson, M
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2021, A large and erected sponge assemblage on granite outcrops in a Mediterranean
Marine Protected Area (NE Sardinia) M Canessa, G Bavestrello, E Trainito, CN Bianchi, C
Morri, A Navone, ... Regional Studies in Marine Science 44, 101734

2021, The sub-fossil red coral of Sciacca (Sicily Channel, Mediterranean Sea): colony size
and age estimates G Bavestrello, M Bo, L Calcagnile, M Canessa, M D’Elia, G Quarta, ...
Facies 67 (2), 13

2021, You cannot conserve a species that has not been found: The case of the marine
sponge Axinella polypoides in Liguria, Italy A Azzola, G Bavestrello, M Bertolino, CN
Bianchi, M Bo, F Enrichetti, ... Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems
31 (4), 737-747

2021, Palaeoenvironmental significance of sponge spicules in pre-Messinian crisis
sediments, Northern Italy G Costa, G Bavestrello, R Cattaneo-Vietti, F Dela Pierre, F Lozar,
... Facies 67, 1-21

2021, Preliminary evidence of fluorescence in Mediterranean heterobranchs F Betti, G
Bavestrello, R Cattaneo-Vietti Journal of Molluscan Studies 87 (1), eyaa040

2021, The high biodiversity and vulnerability of two Mediterranean bathyal seamounts
support the need for creating offshore protected areas M Bo, M Coppari, F Betti, F
Enrichetti, M Bertolino, F Massa, S Bava, ... Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater
Ecosystems 31 (3), 543-566

2021, The Ha Long Bay marine ecosystem. An unprecedented opportunity for evolutionary
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2021, Fate of lost fishing gears: Experimental evidence of biofouling colonization patterns
from the northwestern Mediterranean Sea F Enrichetti, G Bavestrello, F Betti, F Rindi, A
Tregrosso, M Bo Environmental Pollution 268, 115746

2020, Keratose -dominated sponge grounds from temperate mesophotic ecosystems (NW
Mediterranean Sea) F Enrichetti, G Bavestrello, F Betti, M Coppari, M Toma, R Pronzato, ...
Marine Ecology 41 (6), e12620

2020, Unveiling asexual reproductive traits in black corals: polyp bail-out in Antipathella
subpinnata M Coppari, L Fumarola, L Bramanti, P Romans, R Pillot, G Bavestrello, ... Coral
Reefs 39, 1517-1523

2020, Immunomodulatory Activity of the Marine Sponge,() sp.(Haplosclerida: Chalinidae),
from Sri Lanka in Wistar Albino Rats: Immunosuppression and Th1-Skewed Cytokine
Response. V Gunathilake, M Bertolino, G Bavestrello, P Udagama Journal of Immunology
Research

2020, Immunomodulatory activity of the marine sponge, Haliclona (Soestella)
sp.(Haplosclerida: Chalinidae), from Sri Lanka in Wistar albino rats: Immunosuppression
and Thl-skewed ... V Gunathilake, M Bertolino, G Bavestrello, P Udagama Journal of
Immunology Research 2020, 1-11

2020, Distribution, abundance and ecological requirements of the benthic phase of Munida
gregaria (Anomura; Munididae) in the Puyuhuapi Fjord (Chilean Patagonia) F Betti, LR
Castro, G Bavestrello, F Enrichetti, G Daneri Regional Studies in Marine Science 40,
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2020, Molecular phylogeny of Ceriantharia (Cnidaria: Anthozoa) reveals non-monophyly of
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GW Rouse Zoological Journal of the Linnean Society 190 (2), 397-416 8
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M Bertolino, G Costa, G Bavestrello, M Pansini, G Daneri European Journal of Taxonomy

2020, Dolphin bounty hunting in the history of the Italian fishery G Bavestrello, R Cattaneo-
Vietti, E Meliada, G Gnone J. Cetacean Res. Manage. 21 (1), 25-31

2020, Lithology could affect benthic communities living below boulders M Canessa, G
Bavestrello, E Trainito, A Navone, R Cattaneo-Vietti Journal of the Marine Biological
Association of the United Kingdom 100

2020, Acanthella danerii sp. nov.(Demospongiae, Bubarida, Dictyonellidae) from Chilean
fiords (South Pacific Ocean). G Costa, G Bavestrello, M Pansini, M Bertolino Zootaxa 4790
(2), zootaxa. 4790.2. 13-zootaxa. 4790.2. 13

2020, Electrochemical Approach for Isolation of Chitin from the Skeleton of the Black Coral
Cirrhipathes sp. (Antipatharia) K Nowacki, | Stepniak, E Langer, M Tsurkan, M
Wysokowski, | Petrenko, ... Marine Drugs 18 (6), 297

2020, Historical review of dolphin bounty hunting in Italy with a focus on the period 1927-37
E Meliado, G Bavestrello, G Gnone, R Cattaneo-Vietti Journal of Cetacean Research and
Management 21, 25-31

2020, Evidences of fishing impact on the coastal gorgonian forests inside the Portofino
MPA (NW Mediterranean Sea) F Betti, G Bavestrello, M Bo, G Ravanetti, F Enrichetti, M
Coppari, ... Ocean & Coastal Management 187, 105105

2020, Coralligenous assemblages differ between limestone and granite: a case study at the
Tavolara-Punta Coda Cavallo Marine Protected Area (NE Sardinia, Mediterranean Sea) M
Canessa, G Bavestrello, M Bo, E Trainito, P Panzalis, A Navone, ... Regional Studies in
Marine Science 35, 101159
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63. 2020, Assessment and distribution of seafloor litter on the deep Ligurian continental shelf
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Bavestrello, S Canese, ... Marine Pollution Bulletin 151, 110872

64. 2020, Effects of the 2018 exceptional storm on the Paramuricea clavata (Anthozoa,
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65. 2020, Unveiling the deep biodiversity of the Janua Seamount (Ligurian Sea): first
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1890 M Bo, M Coppari, F Betti, F Massa, G Gay, R Cattaneo-Vietti, ... Deep Sea Research
Part I: Oceanographic Research Papers 156, 103186
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