Diego Vicinanza — Short CV

Prof. Diego Vicinanza is Full Professor of Coastal and Maritime Engineering at the
Department of Engineering, University of Campania “Luigi Vanvitelli”, Italy. His
research focuses on transforming the understanding of coastal and marine processes
into innovative, sustainable and resilient engineering solutions. He graduated in Civil
Engineering (Hydraulics) from the University of Naples Federico II in 1992 and
obtained his Ph.D. in Hydraulic Engineering in 1997. Since 2022, he has served as
Coordinator of the Ph.D. Programme in Science and Engineering for the Environment
and Sustainability, and since 2026 as Director of the Doctoral School of Polytechnics
and Basic Sciences.

Over the past three decades, his work has spanned coastal engineering, maritime
structures, marine renewable energy, offshore systems, coastal monitoring and
sustainable coastal management. His research is characterized by the integration of engineering, environmental
and energy objectives, with particular emphasis on wave-structure interaction, multi-functional coastal
infrastructure, marine renewable energy technologies, and adaptive solutions for coastal resilience.

Prof. Vicinanza is internationally recognized for his pioneering contributions to wave energy conversion
technologies and for the integration of renewable energy systems into coastal and port infrastructure. He has
played a leading role in the development and demonstration of innovative systems such as the Seawave Slot-Cone
Generator (SSG) and the Overtopping Breakwater for Energy Conversion (OBREC), contributing to the
advancement of sustainable marine infrastructure.

Throughout his career, he has held academic and research positions at leading international institutions, including
Aalborg University (Denmark), HR Wallingford (United Kingdom), Universitat Politécnica de Catalunya (Spain),
MARINTEK (Norway), and the Scripps Institution of Oceanography (USA). He is also Associate Researcher at both
the Italian National Research Council (CNR) and the Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn.

Prof. Vicinanza has coordinated or participated in numerous national and European research projects funded by
the European Commission and the Italian Government, including Marie Curie Actions, HYDRALAB, RITMARE,
BLUENE, ELECTRICITY FROM THE SEA, PLACE, and NEST. He leads the research group Renewable Energy in
Civil Engineering and directs the Marine Renewable Energy Laboratory (MaRELab) at the University of
Campania.

He has authored more than 240 scientific publications, including over 115 peer-reviewed papers indexed in Scopus,
with more than 3,800 citations and an H-index of 36. His scientific contributions have significantly advanced
knowledge in coastal engineering, marine renewable energy, wave energy conversion, and sustainable offshore
and coastal infrastructure.

Beyond scientific production, he has consistently invested in building research communities, doctoral education,
interdisciplinary collaborations and international networks. He has supervised numerous Ph.D. candidates and
currently serves as Director of the Doctoral School of Polytechnics and Basic Sciences.

Prof. Vicinanza serves on the editorial boards of several international journals, including Renewable Energy,
Energies, Sustainability, Water, and Journal of Marine Science and Engineering. He is Associate Editor of Frontiers
in Built Environment and regularly reviews for leading journals in coastal, hydraulic, environmental and renewable
energy engineering. He is a member of the Executive Board of the European Wave and Tidal Energy Conference
(EWTEC) and chaired the successful EWTEC 2019 Conference in Naples. He also serves on national scientific and
technical committees related to marine sciences, renewable energy and coastal sustainability.

He is co-inventor of several patents in marine and offshore technologies and serves as CEO of the academic spin-
off BluETech S.r.l., devoted to innovative solutions for marine renewable energy, coastal resilience and the blue
economy.

His current activities increasingly focus on Intelligent and Adaptive Coastal Systems, integrating observation
networks, monitoring technologies, numerical modelling, renewable energy systems, infrastructure innovation and
decision-support tools to address the challenges of climate adaptation and sustainable coastal development.
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