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Education

Univ of Genoa, Italy Biology (Marine Biology)? BSc 1992

Univ Paris VI, Villefranche/mer, France Master (1 yr secondment)® MSc 1992/93

Univ of Genoa Oceanography (Marine Environ Science)® PhD 1998
Univ Paris VI, Villefranche/mer Postdoctoral Fellowship? 1999-2000

aBS title: “Study on antartic copepods”.

bSubject: “Study on the long-term variability of the copepod community in the bay of Villefranche/mer”.

“Thesis: “Variations of zooplankton population and of ichthyoplankton in the Ligurian Sea during ten years. Relationship
with hydrological and climatic factors”.

dProject title: “Long-term changes of zooplankton communities in two regions of the Ligurian Sea”.

Appointments

Senior Researcher, Stazione Zoologica ‘Anton Dohrn’, Naples, IT 12/2019-present

Associated Research Fellow, Stazione Zoologica ‘Anton Dohrn’, Naples, IT 06-11/2019

Visiting Researcher, Plymouth Marine Laboratory, Plymouth, UK 03/2017-09/2019

Research Fellow, Sir Alister Hardy Foundation for Ocean Science, Plymouth, UK 04/2005-03/2017
Post-doctoral Research Fellow (Ministry of the Environment, IT), Istituto Centrale per la Ricerca Scientifica
e Tecnologica Applicata al Mare (ICRAM), Rome, IT 08/2003- 07/2004

e Post-doctoral Research Fellow (MIUR-CNR, IT), Staz Zoologica ‘Anton Dohrn’, Naples, IT 02/2001- 04/2003

Selected publications — (last 10 years)

Traboni C, Gari¢ R, Marino R, Sordino P, Licandro P (2026) From the sea to DNA barcode: optimized
preservation method for gelatinous zooplankton integrative taxonomy. Limnology and Oceanography
Methods (in press).

Bellardini D, Russo L, Abagnale M, Botte V, Buondonno A, Casotti R, Del Gaizo G, Di Capua I, Furia M,
ludicone D, Kokoszka F, Margiotta F, Mazzocchi MG, Saggiomo M, Sarno D, Saviano S, Percopo |,
Tramontin E, Trano AC, Vannini J, Cianelli D, Licandro P, Vassallo P, D’Alelio D (2025) Plankton food
webs as indicators of the ecosystem status to support the marine strategy framework directive: a case
study from Campania Region (Italy). Environmental and Sustainability Indicators 27,100763
https://doiorg/101016/jindic2025100763.

Zampardi S, Licandro P, Milisenda G, Scannella D, Piraino S, Boero F. (2025) Citizen science substantiates
jellyfish occurrence in the Mediterranean Sea. Scientific Reports 15, 21641. https://doiorg/101038/s41598-
025-05789-1.

Bellardini D, Vannini J, Russo L, Buondonno A, Saggiomo,M, Vassallo P, Mazzocchi MG, D’Alelio D, Licandro
P (2024) The Spatial Distribution of Copepod Functional Traits in a Highly Anthropized Mediterranean
Coastal Marine Region. Environments-MDPI, 11, 113.

Mazzocchi MG, Di Capua I, Kokoszka F, Margiotta F, Ribera d’Alcala M, Sarno D, Zingone A, Licandro P (2023)
Coastal mesozooplankton respond to decadal environmental changes via community restructuring. Marine
Ecology, 44, €12746. DOI: 10.1111/maec.12746

Alheit J, Groger JP, Licandro P, et al (2019) What happened in the mid-1990s? The coupled ocean-atmosphere
processes behind climate-induced ecosystem changes in the Northeast Atlantic and the Mediterranean.
Deep-Sea Research I, 159: 130-142.

Brun P, Stamieszkin K, Visser AV, Licandro P, Payne MR, Kiorboe T (2019) Climate change has altered
zooplankton-fuelled carbon export in the North Atlantic. Nature Ecology and Evolution, 3:416-423.

Tsikliras AC, Licandro P, Pardalou A, McQuinn IH, Groger JP, Alheit J (2019). Synchronization of
Mediterranean pelagic fish populations with the North Atlantic climate variability. Deep-Sea Research 11,159:
143-151. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dsr2.2018.07.005.

Blackett M, Lucas CH, Cook K, Licandro P (2017). Occurrence of the siphonophore Muggiaea atlantica in
Scottish coastal waters: source or sink? Journal of Plankton Research 39: 122-137. doi:
10.1093/plankt/fbw082.

Castellani C, Licandro P, Fileman E, Di Capua |, Mazzocchi MG (2016). Oithona similis likes it cool: evidence
from two long-term time series. Journal of Plankton Research 38: 703-717. doi: 10.1093/plankt/fbv104.
Brun P, Kiorboe T, Licandro P, Payne MR (2016) The predictive skill of species distribution models for plankton

in a changing climate. Global Change Biology, 22, 3170-3181.

McManus MC, Licandro P, and Coombs SH (2016). Is the Russell Cycle a true cycle? Multidecadal zooplankton
and climate trends in the western English Channel. ICES Journal of Marine Science 73: 227-238.
doi:10.1093/icesjms/fsv126.



Blackett M, Lucas C H, Harmer RA, Licandro P (2015) Population ecology of Muggiaea atlantica (Cnidaria,
siphonophora) in the Western English Channel. Marine Ecology Progress Series, 535: 129-144. doi:
10.3354/meps11423.

Licandro P, Blackett M, Fischer A, Hosia A, Kennedy J, Kirby RR, Raab K, Stern R, Tranter P (2015)
Biogeography of jellyfish in the North Atlantic, by traditional and genomic methods. Earth System Science
Data, 7, 173-191.

Alheit J, Licandro P, Coombs S, Garcia A, Giraldez A, Garcia Santamaria MT, Slotte A, Tsikliras AC (2014)
Atlantic Multidecadal Oscillation (AMO) modulates dynamics of small pelagic fishes and ecosystem regime
shifts in the eastern North and Central Atlantic. Journal of Marine System, 131: 21-35.

Blackett M, Licandro P, Coombs SH & Lucas CH (2014). Long-term variability of the siphonophores Muggiaea
atlantica and M. kochi in the Western English Channel. Progress in Oceanography, 128: 1-14. doi:
http://dx.doi. org/10.1016/j.pocean.2014.07.004.

Selected book chapters

Licandro P, Fischer A, Lindsay DJ (2017). Cnidaria: Scyphozoa and Non-Colonial Hydrozoa. In: Marine
Plankton. C. Castellani and M. Edwards (eds.), Oxford University Press, pp. 198-231.

Licandro P, Carré C, Lindsay DJ (2017). Cnidaria: Colonial Hydrozoa (Siphonophorae). In: Marine Plankton.
C. Castellani and M. Edwards (eds.), Oxford University Press, pp. 232-250.

Licandro P, Lindsay DJ (2017). Ctenophora. In: Marine Plankton. C. Castellani and M. Edwards (eds.), Oxford
University Press, pp. 251-263.

Licandro P, Brunetta M (2017). Chordata: Thaliacea. In: Marine Plankton. C. Castellani and M. Edwards (eds.),
Oxford University Press, pp. 584-598.

Successful grant applications and main research contracts (last 5 years)

1. 2024-2026 - Research Agreement between Stazione Zoologica and Higher Institute for
Environmental Protection and Research in Italy (ISPRA) CUP: 185G24000030001 Role: Pl in the
research activity D1-09 “Pelagic Habitats-Zooplankton: study and analysis of the zooplankton component
in the pelagic habitat” Budget: €140,000

2. 2022-2026 - National Biodiversity Future Center National project Funding body: EU-
NextGenerationEU/CN00000033 Role: SZN-PI in Spoke 1- Leader Task 1 - “Observatory reference
database of genetic/molecular biological, ecological and taxonomic data” Budget: €200,000

5.

2022-2023 - Research Agreement between Stazione Zoologica and Higher Institute for Environmental
Protection and Research in Italy (ISPRA) CUP: C43C22000920005 Role: Pl in the research activity
“Characterization and study of the mesozo- and macrozooplankton components in the Pelagic Habitat for
the definition of the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MFSD) GES and TARGET” Budget: €59,760
2019-2023 — DEMERsal ecosySTEMs (DEMERSTEM) Funding body: EU/DEVCO FED/2018/158370/12
Call: EuropeAid/158370/DD/ACT/Multi Improv Reg Fish Gov in West Africa (http://pescao-demerstemorg/)
Role: Pl and WP leader Budget: €206,800

2022 — UNESCO, Decade Action, No 732 "Gulf of Naples integrated pelagic observatory" Contribution in kind.

Membership in international boards

Member of the Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS) Biology and Ecosystems Expert Panel
(Zooplankton EOV co-leader) (February 2026- to date)

Member of the FAO-Working Group on Ecosystem Survey Planning and Analysis within the
Canary Current LME Project (April 2023 — to date)

EU-Representative Member of the Joint Scientific Committee in support of the Sustainable
Fisheries Partnership Agreement (SFPA) EU-Mauritania, European Directorate-General for
Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (EU-DG MARE) - (April 2016 - to date)

Membership in networks and committee (* institutional role)

* Stazione Zoologica representative in the JRU eLTER-IT (June 2025 to date)

* Coordinator of the eLTER-Italy research site LTER-MareChiara and macro-site Gulf of Naples
(September 2022 — January 2024)

* Member of the Stazione Zoologica-Open University PhD program Steering Committee
(curriculum Integrative Marine Ecology) (July 2020-June 2023)

* Stazione Zoologica representative in the JRU Life Watch-ltaly (January 2020 - to date)

Member of the ICES Working Group (WG) on Integrated Morphological and Molecular Taxonomy
(WGIMT) — (2022 - to date)

Member of the ICES WG on Zooplankton Ecology (WGZE) (2005 - to date)

Co-chair of the ICES WG on Small Pelagic Fish, their Ecosystems and Climate Impact
(WGSPEC) - (2012-2018)

Member of the SCOR WG 130 'Automatic Visual Plankton Identification’ (2007-2011)



Member of the ICES Group of experts 'Study Group on Working Hypotheses Regarding Effects of
Climate Change (ICES SGWRECC) (2008-2009)

Member of the ICES Study Group on Recruitment Variability in North Sea Planktivorous Fish
(SGRECVAP) (2006-2007)

Co-convener at national/international Symposia and co-organizer of Summer School

ICES/PICES 7th Zooplankton Production Symposium (March 2024-Hobart, Tasmania),

Workshop 3: “Global plankton time series synthesis and comparisons”

Challenger Society 2016 Conference - Oceans and Climate (September 2016-Liverpool, UK)

Session 26: "Use of Long Term Ecological Time Series to Monitor the Health of the Ocean"

ICES/PICES 6th Zooplankton Production Symposium (May 2016-Bergen, Norway), Session 3:

“The diversity and role of macrozooplankton in marine ecosystems”

International Summer School on Time Series entitled “The utility of time series observations to assess
the ecological and societal implications of climate change” (September-October 2014-Helgoland,
Germany) Co-organized by Alfred Wegener Institute and Sir Alister Hardy Foundation for Ocean Science,
Funded by Volkswagen and Supported by POGO

ASLO Ocean Science meeting (February 2010-Portland Oregon, USA) Session BO33C: “Spatial
Dynamics of Species Abundance and Interactions Across Trophic Levels”

Invited speaker at national and international Symposia

Atelier RESOMAR-MOOSE on zooplankton monitoring (November-Dicember 2016- Villefranche-sur-mer,
France) Invited talk: "Continuous Plankton Recorder: advantages and disadvantages of a continuous
plankton monitoring system"

PERSEUS International Workshop “Coming to grips with the jellyfish phenomenon in the Southern
European and other Seas: research to the rescue of coastal managers” (March 2015- Cadiz, Spain) Invited
talk: “Monitoring jellyfish blooms: what information is available and what do we need to improve our
understanding”

DEFRA Marine Fisheries Science Advisory Group, 4th Meeting (May 2010-London, UK) Invited talk:
"MF1105 - The Continuous Plankton Recorder Survey: Fisheries Investigations (CPR VI)"

UK-Japan Frontiers of Science Symposium, "Frontiers in the Plankton: Jellyfish Ecology" (October 2008-
Kanagawa, Japan) Invited talk: "Jellyfish as indicators of climate change"

Italian Ministry of the Environment: " Directive 2000/60 - European Water Framework Directive: which
biological indicatorsi? " (April 2004-Rome, Italy) Invited talk: "Zooplankton in coastal marine monitoring"
CIESM Workshop, “Gelatinous zooplankton outbreaks: theory and practice”, (August-September 2001-
Naples, Italy) Invited talk: “Interannual variations of some species of gelatinous zooplankton (Siphonophora
and Thaliacea) in a coastal long-term series in the North-Western Mediterranean”

Teaching in Higher Education (last 10 years)

*2023-to date - Teaching Course “Statistics, basic notions in numeric biology and ecology” (14 hrs per year)
to PhD students of the Stazione Zoologica-Open University PhD program.

2015-2017- Lesson “Plankton and fish” (2hrs) to MSc/MRes students of the University of Plymouth
(UK). Course MAR 514 “Contemporary issues in marine science”, Applied Marine Science (Module
leader Dr. M. Davidson).

2015-2017- Lesson “Plankton and fish” (2hrs) to 3rd year undergraduate and MSc students of the
University of Southampton (UK). Course SOES3013/6009 “Zooplankton ecology and processes”,
Biological Oceanography (Module leader Dr. C. Lucas).

2013-2017- Lesson “Ecological time series: what can we learn from them? How can we analyse
them? Discussion and case study" (4hrs) to MRes students of the University of Plymouth/ Marine
Biological Association (UK). Course MBAM 5108 “Marine ecology conservation”, Marine Biology
(Module leader Dr. A. Foggo).

Synergistic activities

Member of Scientific Evaluation Committees for Research Councils of France (member in 2024 and vice-
chair in 2025-2026) and Portugal (member in 2018-2020)

Member of Scientific Evaluation Panel to assess the "Biodiversity Action Plan" implemented by British
Petroleum-BP during the construction of the BP gas pipeline offshore Mauritania and Senegal (2021-2023)
Editorial board member of Frontiers of Marine Science- Marine Ecosystem Ecology (2013 to date) and of
Journal of Plankton Research-Oxford Journals (2003-2012)
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