
  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORK EXPERIENCE 
 

01/02/2021 – CURRENT – Palermo, Italy 

SENIOR RESEARCHER – STAZIONE ZOOLOGICA ANTON DOHRN 

Senior Researcher at Department of Integrative Marine Ecology, Sede Interdipartimentale della Sicilia (Palermo) 

01/08/2019 – 31/01/2021 – Palermo, Italy 

RESEARCHER – STAZIONE ZOOLOGICA ANTON DOHRN 

Researcher at Department of Integrative Marine Ecology, Sede Interdipartimentale della Sicilia (Palermo) 

Palermo, Italy 

01/11/2016 – 31/07/2019 

RESEARCH FELLOW – UNIVERSITY OF NICE-SOPHIA ANTIPOLIS, CNRS, FRE 3729 ECOMERS, NICE, FRANCE 

in the framework of the project "Fishing governance in MPAs: potentialities for Blue Economy 2 (FishMPABlue 2)" funded 
by the European Territorial Cooperation Programme "MED" 2014-2020, to assess the effectiveness and the magnitude of 

the response of a regional governance toolkit on ecological, economic and social performance of the management of  

small scale fisheries into Mediterranean Marine Protected Areas. 

 
01/07/2016 – 31/10/2016 

RESEARCH FELLOW – PROTISVALOR Méditerranée SAS- UNIVERSITY OF NICE-SOPHIA ANTIPOLIS, NICE. FRANCE 

In the framework of the project "Sustainable Fisheries in EU Mediterranean waters through network of MPAs (Safenet)" 

funded by Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG Mare) 

 
01/07/2015 – 30/06/2016 

RESEARCH FELLOW – UNIVERSITY OF NICE, NICE, FRANCE 

In the framework of the project "Marine caves along the Mediterranean French coast: insights into connectivity and 
management implications" funded by Total Foundation, to collect data on fish assemblages inhabiting marine caves by 
using underwater visual census. Nice, France 

 
01/07/2014 – 30/06/2015 

RESEARCH FELLOW – UNIVERSITY OF NICE, NICE, FRANCE 

in the framework of the project "Fishing governance in MPAs: potentialities for Blue Economy (FishMPABlue)" funded by 
the European Territorial Cooperation Programme “MED" 2007-2013, to analyse the different approaches developed to 
date on the co-existence of artisanal fisheries and MPAs; design an integrated maritime approach supporting the co- 
management of artisanal fishing within MPAs; propose integrated actions to mitigate environmental risks, with 
relevance on a transnational scale; develop a “win-win" governance model, where conservation goals and fishing-related 
blue economy are planned in an integrated and participative way. 
 
15/01/2014 – 14/02/2014 

RESEARCH CONTRACT – CONISMA 

Data collection of data on fish assemblage by using underwater visual census at Secche di Tor Paterno MPA, data 
analysis and support in reporting. Scientific responsible Professor Paolo Guidetti. Roma, Italy 

 
01/10/2013 – 30/12/2013 

POSTDOC RESEARCHER – UNIVERSITY OF SALENTO, LECCE, ITALY 

Assessing connectivity between local populations of fishes for the implementation of a Marine Protected Areas 

Network.  Lecce, Italy 

01/10/2012 – 30/09/2013 

RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP FOR IMPLEMENTATIO OF MARINE PROTECTED AREAS NETWORK WITHIN MARINE 

STRATEGY FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE – CONISMA 

Scientific support to 1) preparation of datasets for insertion in standard datasheet, 2) analysis on data about fish fauna  
within MPAs, with particular reference to network of MPAs within Marine Strategy Frameword Directive 

mailto:antonio.difranco@szn.it
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Antonio_Di_Franco
https://scholar.google.it/citations?user=iK2bWCMAAAAJ&hl=it%20


  

01/07/2012 – 30/06/2013 

POSTDOC RESEARCHER – UNIVERSITY OF SALENTO, LECCE, ITALY 

Assessing connectivity between local populations of fishes for the implementation of a Marine Protected Areas 

Network. Lecce, Italy 

01/05/2012 – 30/05/2012 

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR – WWF-EUROPEAN POLICY PROGRAMME – BRANCH OFFICE ("WWF-MEDPO") 

Medpan South project "Adapting Climate Change" Brochure development. Under the supervision of the Head of MPA 
Program , whom will coordinate with the Steering Committee - formed by MedPAN Association, WWF MedPO, MedPAN 
North members (IUCN, Junta de Andalucia, WWF-France)- the consultant took the lead in conducting specific tasks 
relative to the development of a user-friendly product in the form of a brochure to guide MPA managers, policy makers 
and government officials to begin understanding how climate change is altering our the Mediterranean marine  
environment measures for management. Via Po, 25C, 00198, Roma, Italy 

 
01/04/2011 – 31/03/2012 

POSTDOC RESEARCHER – UNIVERSITY OF SALENTO, LECCE, ITALY 

Assessing connectivity between local populations of fishes for the implementation of a Marine Protected Areas Network .        .               

Lecce, Italy 

01/04/2011 – 30/04/2011 

RESEARCH CONTRACT – CONISMA 

Preparation and microchemistry analysis of juvenile otoliths of two banded seabream. 

Via Isonzo 32, 00198, Roma, Italy 

 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

05/03/2008 – 26/07/2011 – Via Provinciale per Monteroni, Lecce, Italy 

PHD IN “FUNDAMENTAL ECOLOGY” – University of Salento 

Thesis titled “Spatial connectivity and dispersal patterns to design networks of marine protected areas: the case of the  

white sea bream Diplodus sargus sargus (Linnaeus 1758)" 

 
07/01/2011 – 30/03/2011 

VISITING RESEARCHER AT UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE, ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA 

Visiting researcher at Southern Seas Ecology Laboratories, School of Earth and Environmental Sciences, University of 

Adelaide, South Australia, Australia. Under the supervision of Prof. Bronwyn Gillanders 

 
14/12/2010 – 16/12/2010 – Via Isonzo 32, Roma, Italy 

ATTENDANCE TO THE COURSE “INTRODUCTION TO META-ANALYSIS IN ECOLOGY” – Conisma 

Introduction to meta-analysis in ecology (2010). Instructors: Craig W. Osenberg, Joachim Claudet, Fiorenza Micheli. 

University of Salento, Lecce, Italy, 14-16 December 2010. 

 
26/02/2009 – 28/02/2009 

ATTENDANCE TO THE WORKSHOP ON MULTIVARIATE STATISTICS FOR ANALYSIS OF ECOLOGICAL DATA. – University 

of Parma 
Course held in Parma (Italy). Professor Michael Greenacre (Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona) and Dr Raul 

Primicerio (University of Tromsø, Norway). 

 
29/09/2008 – 03/10/2008 

ATTENDANCE TO COURSE “ECOLOGICAL MODELLING” – University of Salento, Lecce, Italy 

Course held in Lecce (Italy). Scientific supervisor Prof Sven Erik Jorgensen (University of Copenaghen, Denmark).  

07/2008 

VISITING RESEARCHER AT CENTRO DE ESTUDIOS AVANZADOS DE BLANES, CONSEJO SUPERIOR DE 
INVESTIGACIONES CIENTÍFICAS (CEAB, CSIC) IN BLANES (SPAIN) 

Visiting researcher at Centro de Estudios Avanzados de Blanes, Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas (CEAB, 
CSIC) in Blanes (Spain). Under the supervision of Dr Nuria Raventos and Dr Enric Sala 

 
03/03/2008 – 14/03/2008 

ATTENDANCE TO WINTER SCHOOL “DETECTING BIOLOGICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES: DESIGN AND 

ANALYSIS OF MONITORING AND EXPERIMENTS”. – University of Bologna 



  

Held in Bologna (Italy), March 3rd -14th. School Director Prof Laura Airoldi. Instructors: Prof. Bob Clarke, Prof. Marti Jane 

Anderson, Prof Lisandro Benedetti-Cecchi. 

 
09/07/2007 – 17/07/2007 

ATTENDANCE TO "FISH UNDERWATER VISUAL CENSUS" SUMMER SCHOOL – Dipartimento per lo studio del territorio 

e delle sue risorse (DIPTERIS), Università degli studi di Genova 

 
01/2005 – 03/2007 – Palermo, Italy 

MSC IN MARINE BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES. – University of Palermo 

Note: 110/110 cum laude. Master Sc. thesis: Evaluation of scuba divers’ behaviour and its effects on biota in a 
Mediterranean MPA. Supervisor: Prof R. Chemello, Coadvisor: Dott. M. Milazzo, University of Palermo. 
 
10/2001 – 06/2004 – Palermo, Italy 

BACHELOR IN BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES. – University of Palermo, Palermo, Italy 

Note 110/110 cum laude. Master Sc. thesis titled "An application of indirect visual census in impact evaluation of a small 

marina". Supervisor: Prof R. Chemello; coadvisor: Dott. Marco Milazzo, University of Palermo (Italy). 

 

Levels: A1 and A2: Basic user; B1 and B2: Independent user; C1 and C2: Proficient user 

 

DRIVING LICENCE 

Driving Licence: B 

Boat Licence: beyond 12 miles 

 

FIELDS OF SCIENTIFIC INTEREST 

Fields of scientific interest 
 

 
The research activities I have carried out until now were primarily centred on 3 interrelated axes: 

· Estimate patterns of connectivity and dispersal and their effect on fish populations to design effective networks of 
marine protected areas (MPAs) 

· Assessing the effectiveness of marine protected areas (MPAs) for conservation of natural populations and 
management of exploited fish stocks 
· Investigate MPAs, small scale fisheries (SSF) and fishing resources as a socio-ecological system (SES) integrating 
both natural and human components and providing ecosystem services 

 
More specific fields of interest were represented by: 

· assessing population connectivity of marine fish species (dispersal and movement patterns from eggs and larvae 
to adult stages) to evaluate fish population/stock dynamics and design effective networks of marine protected areas 
(MPAs) 

· investigating early life history traits of fish (e.g. spawning dates, pelagic larval duration) and their variability in 
space and time 

· setting up proper statistical approaches (multi- and univariate) to analyze micro-chemical data from fish otoliths 
· analyzing growth, age distribution and population dynamics of fish (including juvenile stages) through micro- 
structural and micro-chemical analyses on otoliths 

· quantify the reserve effect of MPAs on fish assemblages 

· assessing effects of recreational activities (especially scuba diving) on biological assemblages (both fish and 
benthic) 

LANGUAGE SKILLS  

Mother tongue(s): ITALIAN 

Other language(s): 

  

UNDERSTANDING SPEAKING WRITING 

Listening Reading Spoken production Spoken interaction  

ENGLISH C2 C2 C1 C1 C1 

FRENCH C1 C1 B2 B2 B1 

PORTUGUESE B2 B2 B1 B1 A1 

 



  

· investigating small scale fisheries and their ecological, socio-economical and socio-cultural sustainability 
· analyzing the effects of MPAs on small scale fisheries and investigating the optimal MPAs configuration to 
maximize benefits to fisheries 
· assessing MPAs performance for small scale fisheries through triple bottom line assessment (i.e. ecological, 
economic and social) 

· assessing the role of stakeholder engagement into management of common pool resources 

· characterization of stakeholders perception toward management measures (e.g. MPAs) 

· capture human (i.e. socio-economic) dimension of the socio-ecosystem composed by MPAs and small scale fisheries 

 

PAPERS PUBLISHED ON ISI JOURNALS: 

Papers published or accepted for publication on ISI journals: 

 
Scientific production: Papers on ISI journals with Impact Factor: 99, of which 32 (32% of the total) as first or last 
and/or corresponding author 

Normalized scientific production: a) 5.82 ISI papers/year between 2009 (year when the first ISI paper has been 
published) and 2026; b) 6.6 papers/year between 2011 (year of PhD completion) and 2026 

Total impact factor = 467.8 (calculation based on the most recent impact factor assessment available (2024). Source 

ISI Journal Citation Reports accessed on 12th April 2026). 

H index= 36 (source Scholar citations, google scholar accessed on 12th April 2026) 

Total number of citations= 5816 (source Scholar citations, google scholar accessed on 18th April 2026) 

i-10 index= 73 (source google scholar accessed on 12th March 2026) 

Co-authors: >150 from >70 institutions from 15 countries 

 
1. Gill, D.A., D’Agata, S., Blythe, J.L., Claudet, J., Ban, N.C., Annasawmy, P., Bennett, N.J., Di Franco, A., Epstein, G., Evans, 

L., Franks, P., Gurney, G.G., Jupiter, S.D., Lau, J., Lazzari, N., Mahajan, S.L., Mangubhai, S., Naggea, J., Turner, R.A., 
Zafra-Calvo, N. (2026). Investing smarter and deeper to advance equity in high-stakes coastal locations in the Global South. 
Communications Sustainability, 1, 54. https://doi.org/10.1038/s44458-026-00052-8 

2. Blythe J. L., Claudet J., Gill D., Ban N. C., Epstein G., Gurney G. G., Jupiter S. D., Mahajan S. L., Mangubhai S., Turner R., 
Bennett N. J., D’Agata S., Franks P., Lau J., Ahmadia G., Andrachuk M., Annasawmy P., Brun V., Darling E. S., Di Franco 
A., Evans L., Lazzari N., Naggea J., Relano V., Pertuz M. C., Villasante S., Zafra-Calvo N., 2026. The Ocean Equity Index. 
Nature, 650(8100): 123–128. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-025-09976-y  

3. Mirasole A, Di Franco A, Andolina C, Gambi MC, Gillanders BM, Pecoraino G, Reis-Santos P, Scopelliti G, Somma E, 
Vizzini S, Teixidó N.. 2026. Ocean acidification modifies site fidelity and patterns of seagrass habitat use by a herbivorous 
fish. Marine Environmental Research; 216:107914. doi: 10.1016/j.marenvres.2026.107914.  

4. Di Franco A., Somma E., Di Lorenzo M., Koutoulakis Y., Furuhashi R., Giakoumi S., 2026. Hidden in plain sight: the 
overlooked establishment of the diamond lizardfish Synodus synodus (Linnaeus, 1758) in the Mediterranean Sea. 
Mediterranean Marine Science, 27(1): 1–7. https://doi.org/10.12681/mms.42764  

5. Azzurro E, Strafella P, Bertolino S, Carnevali L, Crocetta F, Di Muri C, Genovesi P, Monaco A, Rosati I, Tricarico E, Anfora 
G, Ardenghi NMG, Badalamenti E, Badalamenti F, Balestrieri R, Bernardo U, Boggero A, Bolognini L, Bolpagni R, Brundu G, 
Campagnaro T, Caronni S, Casella F, Castriota L, Ceschin S, Chiesa S, Ciolfi M, Ciutti F, Cocco A, Coco S, D’Amen M, 
D’Anna G, Di Franco A, […], Cerri J (2026) TRACKS: Six good practices for Non-Indigenous Species research and their 
SWOT evaluation. NeoBiota 105: 229-257. https://doi.org/10.3897/neobiota.105.171461 

6. Rescio F., Scianna C., Di Franco A., Milisenda G., Bava S., Bommarito C., Grasso G., Guidetti P., La Manna G., Moro 
Merella M., Calò A., 2025. Increasing occurrence of the bearded fireworm (Hermodice carunculata) poses a threat for small-
scale fisheries in the central Mediterranean Sea. Journal of Environmental Management, 395: 127773. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2025.127773  

7. Russo S., Cecapolli E., Calò A., Giakoumi S., Di Lorenzo M., Greco S., Milisenda G., Di Franco A., 2025. Sandy bottoms 
play a key role in shaping coastal fish functional β-diversity in the Mediterranean Sea. Ecological Indicators, 179: 114226. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.2025.114226  

8. Gavriel T., Azzurro E., Benedetti-Cecchi L., Bertocci I., Cai L. L., Claudet J., Di Franco A., Frid O., Guidetti P., Kleitou P., 
Kletou D., Malamud S., Micheli F., Mintrone C., Sala E., Salingre S., Savva I., Yahel R., Belmaker J., 2025. Using dark 
diversity to disentangle the effects of protection and habitat quality on species diversity. Biological 
Conservation, 305: 111096.  https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biocon.2025.111096  

9. La Mesa M., Calì F., Di Franco A., Reginella E., Donato F., Russo S., 2025. Early life history traits of Dacodraco hunteri, a 
rare icefish collected in the Ross Sea, Southern Ocean. Polar Biology, 48: 4. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00300-024-03321-1 

10. Zampardi S., Scianna C., Calò A., Hogg K., Ranù M., Aglieri G., Di Meglio E., Mangano M.C., Prato G., Romeo T., 
Colloca F., Milisenda G., Di Franco A., 2024. Testing Best Practices in small scale fisheries management: evidence from 
a collaborative intervention in two Marine Protected Areas of the Central Mediterranean Sea. Ocean and Coastal 
management, 258: 107397. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ocecoaman.2024.107397  

11. Ohayon, S., Abecasis, D., Almeida, P. R., Alós, J., Aspillaga, E., Belo, A. F., Costa, J. L., Di Franco, A., Di Lorenzo, M., 
Ferguson, A., Guidetti, P., Kraft, S., La Mesa, G., Olsen, E. M., Parsons, D., Pickholtz, R., Quintella, B. R., Silva, A. F., 
Taylor, B. M., … Belmaker, J., 2024. Fully protected marine areas linked to reduced home ranges of fishes. Fish and 
Fisheries, 25: 985-996. https://doi.org/10.1111/faf.12859  

12. Bennett NJ, Calò A., Guidetti P., Milazzo M., Prato G., Ben Lamine E., Scianna C., Di Franco A., 2024. Access and well-
being in small-scale fisheries. Marine Policy 169: 106328. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.marpol.2024.106328  

13. Cecapolli E., Calò A., Giakoumi S., Di Lorenzo M., Greco S., Fanelli E., Milisenda G., Di Franco A., 2024. Sandy 
bottoms have limited species richness but substantially contribute to the regional coastal fish β-diversity: A case study of 
the Central Mediterranean Sea. Marine Environmental Research 201: 106701. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.marenvres.2024.106701  
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14. Di Stefano M., Nerini D., Alvarez I., Ardizzone G., Astruch P., Basterretxea G., Blanfuné A., Bonhomme D., Calò A., 
Catalan I., Cattano C., Cheminée A., Crec'hriou R., Cuadros A., Di Franco A., Diaz-Gil C., Estaque T., Faillettaz R., 
Félix-Hackradt F. C., Garcia-Charton J. A., Guidetti P., Guilloux L., Harmelin J.-G., Harmelin-Vivien M., Hidalgo M., Hinz 
H., Irisson J.-O., La Mesa G., Le Diréach L., Lenfant P., Macpherson E., Matić-Skoko S., Mercader M., Milazzo M., 
Monfort T., Moranta J., Muntoni M., Murenu M., Nunez L., Olivar M. P., Pastor J., Pérez-Ruzafa Á., Planes S., Raventos 
N., Richaume J., Rouanet E., Roussel E., Ruitton S., Sabatés A., Thibaut T., Ventura D., Vigliola L., Vrdoljak D., Rossi V, 
2024. Early-life dispersal traits of coastal fishes: an extensive database combining observations and growth models, 
Earth Syst. Sci. Data, 16, 3851–3871, https://doi.org/10.5194/essd-16-3851-2024. 

15. Ventura P, Gautier-Debernardi J, Di Franco E, Francour P, Di Franco A, Pey A, 2024. Habitat-specific response of fish 
assemblages in a small fully protected urban MPA. ICES Journal of Marine Science, 2024;, fsae100, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/icesjms/fsae100 

16. Claudet J, Blythe J, Gill DA, Bennett NJ, Gurney GG, Evans L, Mahajan SL, Turner RA, Ahmadia GN, Ban NC, Epstein 
G, Jupiter SD, Lau J, Mangubhai S, Zafra-Calvo N, Lazzari N, Baggio JA, Bernard ML, Brun V, D'Agata S, Di Franco A, 
Horan R, Naggea J., 2024. Advancing ocean equity at the nexus of development, climate and conservation policy. Nature 
Ecology and Evolution. doi: 10.1038/s41559-024-02417-5.  

17. Lippi S., Piroddi C., Graziano M., Di Franco A., 2024. Highlighting the gap on spatial regulatory data in the official MPAs 
databases. Frontiers in Marine Science 11:1369447. doi: 10.3389/fmars.2024.1369447 
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Sabatella R., … Di Franco A., 2024. Deficiencies in monitoring practices of marine protected areas in southern European 
seas. Journal of Environmental Management, 355, 120476. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2024.120476 
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Environmental Research, 193, 106293. Doi: 10.1016/j.marenvres.2023.106293 
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Project partners: University of Padua, and Politecnico di Milano (Italy). 

2023-2026: WP5 Leader (Participatory Design of Management Scenarios: From Stakeholders to Scientists and Back) 

in the project “Managing Sustainable Sea Urchin Fishery and Marine Forest Conservation” (acronym: “MUrFor”), 

funded under the 2021 Biodiversa+ Call. Principal Investigator: Dr. Simone Farina. Project partners: French Research 

Institute for Exploitation of the Sea (France), Christian-Albrecht University of Kiel (Germany), National Research 

Council of Italy (Italy), University of Sassari (Italy), University of Barcelona (Spain), Spanish National Research 

Council, Blanes (Spain). 

2023: Scientific responsible for Stazione Zoologica of “study for the preparation of fisheries management plan at 

Ustica Marine Protected Area”, funded by Italian Ministry of Ecological Transition  

2023-2025: Principal Investigator of the SPILLOVER-Med "Assessing spillover from marine protected areas to 

adjacent fisheries: Mediterranean and Black Seas" study (funded by CINEA/Dg Mare). Project partners: Hellenic 

Center for Marine Research (Greece), Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (France), Conisma (Italy)  

2022-2024: Principal Investigator of the MAPAFISH-Med "Mapping of marine protected areas and their associated 

fishing activities: Mediterranean and Black Seas" study (funded by CINEA/Dg Mare). Project partners: Hellenic Center 

for Marine Research (Greece), Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (France), CNR-IRBIM (Italy), Conisma 

(Italy), COISPA Tecnologia&Ricerca - Stazione Sperimentale per lo Studio delle Risorse del Mare (Italy), Consorzio 

per il Centro di Biologia Marina ed Ecologia Applicata (Italy), Nisea (Italy), Institute of Oceanology-Bulgarian Academy 

of Science (Bulgaria), National Institute for Marine Research and Development “Grigore Antipa” (Romania), Institute of 

Oceanography and Fisheries (Croatia), University of Thessaly (Greece), Fisheries Research Institute (Greece), 

Department of Fisheries and Marine Research (Cyprus), WWF Mediterranean 

2022-2024: Unit leader for Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn in the framework of the project BIOCLEVER "Biophysical 

coupling structuring the larval and juvenile fish community of the Ross Sea continental shelf: a multidisciplinary 

approach" (BANDO PNRA 2019, Ministero dell'Università e della Ricerca) 

2021-2023: Principal Investigator of the Project CRIMAC FishDiv CTC "Calabrian Fish Diversity Coast to Coast" 

(funded in the framework of the CRIMAC “Centro ricerche ed infrastrutture marine avanzate in Calabria” project). 

Project partners: University of Palermo, University of Calabria, Centro Nazionale delle Ricerche 

2021-2022: Unit leader for Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn in the framework of the project FishMPABlue 2 Plus 

"Transferring FishMPABlue2 approach to sustainably manage Small Scale Fisheries in Mediterranean MPAs" (Funded 

by Interreg-Med). Project partners: Federparchi (Italy), University of Aegen (Greece), WWF Adria (Croatia), University 

Cote d'Azur (France) 

2020-2022: Scientific Responsible of the Research Tender “Test of Best Practices for the management of Small scale  

fisheries in Santa Maria di Castellabate MPA” funded by WWF Italia in the framework of the project “Empowering the 

legacy of MAVA Mediterranean - Partnership: Scaling up co-managed and financially sustainable No-Take 

Zones/Marine Protected Areas” 

2020-2021: Scientific Responsible of the Research Tender “Analysis of the state of fish stocks and assessment of  

biomass in nature parks Lastovo Island and Telascica” funded by WWF Adria in the framework of European Maritime 

and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) 

2019-2022: WP3 coordinator (Workpackage Testing) in the MPA-Engage ‘Engaging Mediterranean key actors in 

Ecosystem Approach to manage Marine Protected Areas (MPA) to face Climate change" project. Funded by Interreg-

Med. Project partners: CSIC – Institute of Marine Sciences (Spain), University of Vigo (Spain), Consortium of 

Management of Portofino MPA - PORTOFINO MPA (Italy), Calanques National Park (France), Polytechnic University 

of Marche (italy), Public Institution Brijuni National Park (Croatia), Management Agency of Zakynthos National Marine 

Park (Greece), Ministry of Territory and Sustainability, Government of Catalonia (Spain), Management consortium of 

Marine Protected Area (Italy), Regione Liguria (Italy), Association for Protection of Aquatic Wildlife of Albania of 

Tavolara Punta Coda Cavallo (Albania) 

2019-2021: Responsible for Misura 1.40 ("Protezione e ripristino della biodiversità e degli ecosistemi marini e dei regimi 

di compensazione nell’ambito di attività di pesca sostenibili") FEAMP CAMPANIA 2014/2020 

2018-2019: Co-responsible for Conisma of the project "Studio sul popolamento della fauna ittica dell’Area Marina 

Protetta “Isola dell’Asinara”" 

2016-2019: Co-responsible of Workpackage 3 ("testing") of research project "Fishery governance within MPAs: potential 

for blue economy 2" (FishMPABlue 2), Axis 3, MED 2014-2020 

2016-2019: Co-Principal Investigator for the University of Nice of the "Sustainable Fisheries in EU Mediterranean waters 
through network of MPAs (Safenet)" project funded by Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG Mare). 
Responsible of Activity 3B 



  

2009: Scientific responsible for the Cooperative Coris of the "Description of 3 caves and benthic and fish associated 
fauna at Ustica Island Marine Protected Area" research project funded by the management body of the "Ustica Island" 
MPA. 

2009: Scientific responsible for the Cooperative Coris of the "Characterization of 5 diving sites" research project funded 
by the management body of the "Ustica Island" MPA. 

 
 

PARTICIPATION TO INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH PROJECTS: 

Participation to international research projects: 
 

2024-2027: Coordinated and Adaptive Monitoring of Biodiversity Change across Mediterranean Rocky Ecosystems 

(CAMBioMed), funded under the 2022 Biodiversa+ Call.  

2022-2025: MarinePlan “Improved transdisciplinary science for effective ecosystem-based maritime spatial planning and 

conservation in European Seas” – H2020 

2019-2022: MPA Engage: Engaging Mediterranean key actors in Ecosystem Approach to manage Marine Protected Areas 

to face Climate change, Funding Agency: Interreg Mediterranean program 

2016-2019: "Fishery governance within MPAs: potential for blue economy 2" (FishMPABlue 2), Funding Agency: Interreg 

Mediterranean program 

2016-2018: "Sustainable Fisheries in EU Mediterranean waters through network of MPAs (Safenet)" funded by 

Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG Mare) 
2016-2018: "PAVIS - Assessing the relationships between marine protected areas and invasive species", funded by 

French Agence nationale de la recherché (ANR). 

2015-2017: "Improving the performance of Mediterranean Marine Protected Areas" funded by Prince Albert II of Monaco 

Foundation 

2014-2015: research project "Fishery governance within MPAs: potential for blue economy" (FishMPABlue), Priority- 

Objective 2-2, EU-MED 

2009: Pew Fellows Program in Marine Conservation Fellowship, Pew Institute For Ocean Science; Project: "Assessing the 

health of Mediterranean coastal ecosystems" 

 

PARTECIPATION TO NATIONAL RESEARCH PROJECTS 

Partecipation to national research projects 
2019-2021: FEAMP CAMPANIA 2014/2020 Misura 1.40. 

2018-2019: “Marine Strategy Monitoring – Cinque Terre MPA” funded by the Cinque Terre MPA and the Italian Ministry of 

the Environment. 

2017-2018: “Marine Strategy Monitoring – 2018 Capo Carbonara MPA” funded by the Capo Carbonara MPA and the 

Italian Ministry of the Environment. 

2017-2018: “Marine Strategy Monitoring – 2018 Torre Guaceto MPA” funded by the Torre Guaceto MPA and the Italian 

Ministry of the Environment. 

2016-2017: “Monitoring reserve effect at the Tavolara-Punta Coda Cavallo MPA” funded by the Tavolara-Punta Coda 
Cavallo MPA and the Italian Ministry of the Environment. 

2016-2017: “Fishing and fish assemblage monitoring in the framework of the Marine Strategy Platform” funded by the 
MPA of Torre Guaceto. 

2014-2016: the research project "Marine caves along the Mediterranean French coast: insights into connectivity and 

management implications", funded by Total Foundation, France 

2014-2015: Assessment of fish populations and underwater landscape for the extension of the Scandola Nature 
Reserve, funded by Agence de l'Eau Rhône-Méditerranée-Corse 

2014-2015: "Analysis of the interest of a marine protected area along the coast near of the town of Nice", funded by 

Municipality of Nice. 

2014-2015: "Monitoring the reserve effect at Tavolara-Punta Coda Cavallo Marine Protected Area: implications for the 
management and protection of biodiversity", funded by the Tavolara-Punta Coda Cavallo marine reserve and the 
Ministry of the Environment 

2014-2015: "Relationship between reserve effect and small scale fisheries in a sustainable framework at Tavolara-Punta 
Coda Cavallo Marine Protected Area", funded by the Tavolara-Punta Coda Cavallo marine reserve and the Ministry of the 
Environment 

2014-2015: "Monitoring of fish species andsmall-scale fisheriesactivities for the purpose of environmental accounting" 
funded by the Torre Guaceto marine reserve and the Ministry of the Environment 

2013-2014: "Monitoring demersal fish demersal and shellfish of commercial interest in the Tor Paterno marine 
protected area, funded by Tor Paterno MPA and the Ministry of the Environment 

2013-2014: "Assessing the coastal fish fauna and monitoring the reserve effect at Bergeggi Island marine protected 
area" funded by Bergeggi Island MPA and the Ministry of the Environment 

2013-2014: "Monitoring the reserve effect at Portofino Marine Protecte Area" funded by Portofino MPA and the Ministry 
of the Environment 

2012-2013: "Monitoring fish fauna at Tremiti Islands marine protected areas to assess the effect of protection and 

fisheries regulations" funded by Tremiti MPA and the Ministry of the Environment 
2012-2013: "Monitoring sustainable artisanal fishery in the MPA of Torre Guaceto, Italy" funded by MedPan (network of 
marine protected areas managers in the Mediterranean) 



  

2012-2013: "Protection Actions for Cross-Border and Joint Management of Marine Sites of Community Interest (NATURA 

2000)", funded by the European Territorial Cooperation Programme Greece - Italy 2007 – 2013 

2012: "Monitoring the reserve effect at Tavolara-Punta Coda Cavallo Marine Protected Area: implications for the 
management and protection of biodiversity", funded by the Tavolara-Punta Coda Cavallo marine reserve and the 
Ministry of the Environment 

2010-2012: PRIN (projects of relevant national interest) project entitled "The role of spatial connectivity and trophic 
interactions in the sustainable management of small-scale fisheries through the implementation of networks of Marine 
Protected Areas", funded by Italian Ministry of Education and University (MIUR) 

2010-2012: research project "Designing networks of marine protected areas in the Mediterranean context", funded by 

Total Foundation 

2011: project "Investigating reproductive biology of mugilid fish at the Torre Guaceto MPA aimed at planning a 
sustainable exploitation" funded by the Torre Guaceto marine reserve and the Ministry of the Environment 

2010-2011: research project "Monitoring reserve effect and nursery potential of coastal habitats at the Tavolara-Punta 
Coda Cavallo MPA" funded by the Tavolara-Punta Coda Cavallo marine reserve and the Ministry of the Environment 
2010-2011: research project "Monitoring of focal fish species" funded by the Isole Tremiti-Parco del Gargano marine 
reserve and the Ministry of the Environment 

2009-2010: research project "Monitoring of focal fish species and small scale fisheries at Torre Guaceto MPA" funded by 
the Torre Guaceto marine reserve and the Ministry of the Environment 

2009-2010: research project "Monitoring of reserve effects and rocky banks at the Tavolara-Punta Coda Cavallo marine 
reserve: implications for management and biodiversity conservation" funded by the Tavolara-Punta Coda Cavallo marine 
reserve and the Ministry of the Environment 

2009-2010: research project "Monitoring of small-scale professional fishery" funded by the Torre Guaceto marine 
reserve and the Ministry of the Environment 

2008-2009: research project "Monitoring of reserve effects and small-scale fishery at MPA of Porto Cesareo" funded by 
the Porto Cesareo marine reserve and the Ministry of the Environment 

2007-2008: "Evaluation of the number and placement of mooring buoys in the Capo Gallo – Isola delle Femmine MPA 
with an analysis of information and awareness of boaters on the importance of conservation of Posidonia oceanica 
meadow", funded by Capo Gallo – Isola delle Femmine MPA 

2007-2008: "Young people and the environment" funded byCapo Gallo – Isola delle Femmine MPA 

2007: "Assessment of the effects of recreational diving tourism on the assemblages inhabiting Grotta dei Gamberi at 
Ustica Island MPA" funded by Ustica Island MPA 

2006: "Effects of recreational diving activities on the benthic assemblages of Capogallo – Isola delle Femmine MPA" 
funded byCapogallo – Isola delle Femmine MPA 

2004: "Assessment of anthropogenic influences on assemblages of algae and invertebrates of rocky shores" funded by 
MIUR (Italian Ministry of Instruction, University and Research) 

 
 

STUDENT CO-TUTORING MASTER THESIS CO-SUPERVISOR 

Student co-tutoring Master thesis co-supervisor 
 

2022: student Enrico Cecapolli (Laurea Specialista in Biologia Marina, Università Politecnica delle Marche). Thesis entitled 
"Fish Biodiversity along Calabrian coasts" 
2018: student Terence Legrand (MSc. Physical and Biogeochemical Oceanography, University of Marseille). Thesis 
entitled "Integrating Lagrangian modelling with otolith analyses to investigate larval dispersal and fish natal origins: a 
case-study for Diplodus sargus sargus and Diplodus vulgaris in the Adriatic Sea" 

2018: student Clara Fricano (Master 2 Science de la vie parcours biologie sante de l’environment option biologie marine, 

University of Nice). Thesis entitled "Long term effects of Marine Protected Areas on fish assemblages" 
2018: student Lea Piacentini (Master 1 Science de la vie parcours biologie sante de l’environment option biologie marine, 

University of Nice). Thesis entitled " Assessing the effect of marine protected areas on small scale fisheries" 

2018: student Eugenio Di Franco (Master 2 Science de la vie parcours biologie sante de l’environment option biologie 
marine, University of Nice). Thesis entitled " Assessing the effect of protection on habitat complexity and coastal fish 
assemblage" 

2017: student Khalil Sdiri (Master 1 Science de la vie parcours biologie sante de l’environment option biologie marine, 

University of Nice). Thesis entitled "Effects of sea water acidification on early life traits of a Mediterranean fish" 
2015: student Flavio Picone (Science and Management of Nature, University 'Alma Mater' of Bologna). thesis (MII) 

entitled "Reserve effect on the dusky grouper Epinephelus marginatus at Tavolara-Punta Coda Cavallo MPA (Sardinia, 
Italy) and the Mediterranean scale" 

2012: student Antonio Calò (Environmental Sciences, University of Salento), thesis (M. II-Environmental Impact 
Assessment) entitled "Dispersal patterns and connectivity of coastal fish: implications for planning effective networks of 
Marine Protected Areas" 

2011: student Luana Dimida (Biological Sciences, University of Salento), thesis (M. II-Ecology) entitled "Spatial scale of 

dispersal and connectivity in early stages of white sea bream (Diplodus sargus sargus, Linnaeus 1758)" 

2011: student Qian Kaicheng (University of Ghent, Belgium, Master of Science in Marine Biodiversity and Conservation 

Within the ERASMUS MUNDUS Master Programme EMBC), thesis (M. II-Ecology) entitled "Spatial variability in early life 

traits: the case study of Diplodus vulgaris (Sparidae) in the Mediterranean Sea" 

2011: student Valeria De Simone (Biological Sciences, University of Salento), thesis (M. II-Ecology) entitled "Assessing 

natal origin of mackerel (Scomber scombrus, Linnaeus 1758) in the Adriatic Sea using otolith microchemistry" 

2010: student Cristina Melissano (Biological Sciences, University of Salento), thesis (M. II-Ecology) entitled "Otoliths 
microchemistry and microstructure of Diplodus sargus sargus, (Linnaeus 1758): applications for assessing population 
connectivity" 

 



  

STUDENT CO-TUTORING BACHELOR THESIS CO-SUPERVISOR 

Student co-tutoring Bachelor thesis co-supervisor 
 

2016: student Jean-Vincent Vieux (University of Nice, France), thesis entitled "L'écosystème des grottes marines de 

Méditerranée et le rôle trophique du poisson Apogon imberbis (Linnaeus 1758)" 

2009: student Antonio Calò (Environmental Sciences, University of Salento), thesis entitled "Spatial distribution and 

habitat preference of the white seabream Diplodus sargus sargus (Linnaeus, 1758) along the Adriatic Apulian coast" 

2008: student Gianluca De Rinaldis (Environmental Sciences, University of Salento), thesis entitled "Pelagic larval 
duration of the white seabream Diplodus sargus sargus (Linnaeus, 1758)" 

 

MEMBER OF PHD EVALUATION COMMITTEES 

2026: Member of PhD Evaluation Committee. Doctoral thesis of Maria Dolores Castro Cadenas, titled “Area-based 

conservation and fisheries management in the Mediterranean Sea: effects on marine ecosystems and fisheries 

sustainability”, for the Doctorate in Marine Science, University of Barcelona (Spain) under the supervision of Marta Coll 

Monton, Valerio Sbragaglia, Luis Cardona Pascual. 

2025: Member of PhD Evaluation Committee – Rapporteur. Rapporteur to evaluate the doctoral thesis of Julie Marty-

Gastaldi, titled “Influence of urban context on the ecological and management effectiveness of Marine Protected Areas 

(MPAs)”, for the Doctorate in Environmental Sciences, under the supervision of Benoit Derijard and Nathalie Lazaric. Nice, 

December 2025. 

2025-ongoing: Member of PhD committee PhD candidate Emily Sepe, University of Padua (Italy). Thesis entitled "Small scale 

fisheries in the Venice Lagoon". Supervisors Alberto Barausse, Carlotta Mazzoldi 

2025: Member of PhD Mini Viva assessor committee PhD candidate Martina Arcioni, The Open University (UK) – Stazione 

Zoologica Anton Dohrn (Italy). Thesis entitled "The Role of Sharks and Rays in the Mediterranean Deep-Sea Food Web". 

Supervisor Francesco Colloca 

2023: Member of PhD committee (Comité de thèse) PhD candidate Irene Salinas, École doctorale 472 de l’École pratique des 

hautes études, Perpignan, France. Thesis entitled "Intégration des évaluations d’impact cumulatif dans la gestion des 

ressources naturelles marines ". Supervisor Joachim Claudet 

2022-2024: Member of PhD committee (Comité de thèse) PhD candidate Sylvaine Roblet, University of Nice, UMR 7035 ECOSEAS 

(CNRS-UCA), France. Thesis entitled "Détermination de la diversité taxonomique et fonctionnelle des écosystèmes marins 

méditerranéens par la technique d’ADN environnemental". Supervisors Derijard Benoît, Sabourault Cécile 

2019: External examiner of the Master thesis "The biology of Boopsoidea inorna" by candidate Hend Assiad M. Ensair, 

University of Cape Town, South Africa — Université de Nice Sophia Antipolis. Invited by Supervisor Prof. C. Attwood, 

11/03/2019. 

2018-2022: Member of PhD committee (Comité de thèse) PhD candidate Charles Loiseaux, École doctorale 472 de l’École 

pratique des hautes études, Perpignan, France. Thesis entitled " Un océan et des Hommes - Vers une meilleure conciliation 

des usages et de la conservation". Supervisor Joachim Claudet 

 

KEYNOTE/INVITED SPEAKER, COURSES AND SEMINARS 

Keynote/invited speaker, courses and seminars 
 

2025: Invited speaker at Round Table “Verso l’implementazione del piano d’azione regionale FAO-CGPM per la pesca 
artigianale” at 20 Italian Ministry of Agriculture, Food Sovereignty and Forests (MASAF), November 20th 2025, with the 
presentation “Ministry of Agriculture, Food Sovereignty and Forests”. 
2025: presentation “Mapping of marine protected areas and their associated fishing activities: Mediterranean and Black 
Seas”, conference at DG Mare (online), September 25th 2025. 
2023: Lecturer at PhD Course “Biodiversity@Sea” with the talk “Fish Diversity in the Mediterranean Sea”. October 19 th, 
2023, Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn, Naples, Italy 
2023: Lecturer of “Fish Ecology” at ManGrowth Course 2023. Inhaca, Mozambique, 18-24 September 2023. 
2022: Invited speaker at Western Mediterranean MPAs Conference (Palma de Mallorca, Spain), organized by INSTITUT 
DE RECERCA I FORMACIO AGROALIMENTARIA I PESQUERA DE LES ILLES BALEARS. Presentation "Small-scale 
fisheries and MPAs: examples from the Mediterranean Sea and a case study from SE Italy". 27-29 October 2022. 
2021: Invited speaker at DG MARE 2021 Seminar (Webinar) on "Fisheries Science: Supporting fisheries with marine 
protected areas". Presentation "The how and the why of an ecologically effective MPA". A large set of international 
stakeholders partecipated to the Seminar. 01 June 2021  
2019: invited seminar "Unraveling fish dispersal… and implications for designing MPAs", University of Palermo (Italy), 11 
December 2019. Invited by Professor Renato Chemello 

2019: invited presentation "Using multiple approaches to investigate patterns of dispersal and connectivity in two 

coastal fish: implications for marine protected areas design" at University of Padova (Italy), 28 November 2019, Master in 
Marine Biology. Invited by Prof. Chiara Papetti and Prof. Lorenzo Zane. 

2019: invited presentation "Multidimensional assessment of no-take zones effectiveness" at Designing and enforcing 
highly effective no-take zones, 24-26 April 2019, Réserve Naturelle Marine de Cerbère-Banyuls / Parc naturel marin du 
golfe du Lion, France. 

2018: invited presentation "Monitoring Small Scale Fisheries in Marine Protected Areas" at Small Scale Fisheries regional 

training workshop of the MedPAN network - 9/11 October 2018 - Nature Park Telašćica, Croatia. 

2017: invited presentation "Natura 2000 sites in the Mediterranean Sea: an opportunity to boost small scale fisheries 
management, while preserving biodiversity" at the Workshop on fisheries management measures in Natura 2000 sites 
in the Mediterranean Sea, organized by European Commission and Croatian Ministry, in Zadar, Croatia, 10-12 October 



  

2017. Invited by European Commission 
2017: invited presentation " What can MPAs do for small scale fisheries? A socio-ecological perspective" at 4ème Journée 
de Biologie Marine Université de Nice Sophia Antipolis 
2016: invited presentation "Fishers' engagement as a key to successful management of small-scale fisheries: the 

example of Torre Guaceto MPA" at the 2016 Forum of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) in the Mediterranean, 28 

November – 1 December 2016, Tangier, Morocco. Invited by The General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean 

(GFCM) 

2016: invited presentation "Investigating dispersal and connectivity: implications for MPAs design" at Hydrogenconnect  

Workshop, 12-13 October 2016, IMS-METU, Erdemli, Turkey. 

2016: invited presentation "Fishermen engagement: a key attribute to improve management of SSF in Mediterranean 
MPAs" at Building a future for sustainable small-scale fisheries in the Mediterranean and the Black Sea Regional 
Conference, 7–9 March 2016, Algiers, Algeria 

2016: invited lecture "Putting together the pieces of the puzzle: combining multiple approaches to better understand 
patterns of fish dispersal and connectivity" at CIESM Workshop 48 on Marine Connectivity, 9-12 March, Palma de 
Maiorca, Spain 

2014: invited seminar "Insights into Marine Protected Areas: what can they do to face marine global change?" in the 

framework of the Master in Marine Biology, University of Nice (France). 

2014: invited seminar "Underwater visual census and otolith microchemistry as potential tools to assess and track fish 

invasions" at Workshop "Marine Bioinvasion in the Mediterranean: toward largescale studies", November 23, 2014,  
Herzliya, Israel 

 
 

ORGANIZATION AND CHAIRING OF SUMMER SCHOOLS, WORKSHOPS, 
CONGRESSES, MODERATOR OF WEBINARS 

Organization and chairing of workshops and congresses, moderator of webinars 
 

2024: Organizer and lecturer at the Transfer of knowledge related to ecological monitoring to national expert(s) and MPA 

staff, 12-13 October 2024, Telascica (Croatia). 

2022: Organizer and lecturer at the Summer School "Design and implement assessment of Marine Protected Areas 

ecological and fisheries effectiveness", in the framework of the FishMPABlue2 Plus project. 06-11 June 2022, Crete 

(Greece). 

2021: Lecturer at Workshop “Monitoraggio della piccola pesca all'interno delle AMP”, organized at Capo Milazzo Marine 

Protected Area. Partecipants were members of italian Marine Protected Areas' staff. 14-16 December 2021, Milazzo 

(Italy). 

2020: Moderators of 2 webinars of the webinar series "Mediterranean MPAs facing climate change", organized in the 

framework of the project MPA Engage 

2019: Organizer and Lecturer at Summer school “Design and implement monitoring activities to assess Marine Protected 
Areas ecological and fisheries effectiveness: improving MPA’s manager skills” 23-27 September 2019, National Marine 
Park Zakynthos, Zakynthos, Greece 

2018: steering committee member of Regional experience-sharing workshop of the MedPAN network, ”Mediterranean 

challenges for Marine Protected Areas and Small Scale Fisheries”, 13-15 November 2018 | Balearic islands, Spain. 

2018: chair of round-table "Fishing governance in MPAs: Potentialities for Blue Economy 2 (FishMPABlue2): Overall  

project achievements and results, and focus on Greek pilot Action" at 3rd International Congress on Applied Ecology and 

ichthyology and aquatic environment, 8th – 11th November 2018, Volos, Greece . 

2017: co-organizer of the workshop of the project MED-EU (FishMPABlue 2), 9-10 November 2017, Nice (France). 

2016: Moderator of the Focus session "Recreational fishing: toward a better knowledge and management" at the 2016 
Forum of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) in the Mediterranean, 28 November – 1 December 2016, Tangier, Morocco.  

2015: co-organizer of the workshop of the project MED-EU (FishMPABlue), 15-16 January 2015, Nice (France). 

 
 

INVOLVEMENT IN OTHER NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOPS 

Involvement in other national and international workshops 
 

2020: Invited partecipant to “From species connectivity To fUncTional connecTIvity” (TUTTI). Foresight workshop, funded 

by Euromarine European Marine Research Network. Mallorca, April 2020. 

2019: Invited partecipant to "WG2 workshop on Using NEAT to test MPAs GES", in the framework of the MarCons COST 

Action CA15121. San Sebastian, Spain, 2-3- December 2019. 

2019: invited presentation " Assessing fish life traits (under different acidification conditions) & the effects of marine 
protected areas on small scale fisheries" at first LOV-ECOMERS bilateral seminar. CNRS, Villefranche-sur-Mer, France. 

January 15th 2018. 

 
 

PARTICIPATION TO OTHER INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE AND SYMPOSIA 

Participation to other international conference and Symposia 
 

2019: FAO International Symposium on Fisheries Sustainability: Strengthening the Science-Policy Nexus, Rome, Italy. 

18-21 November 2019 

2019: 42nd CIESM Congress, Cascais, Portugal. 7-11 October 2019 



  

 

 

OUTREACH AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 

Outreach and public engagement 
 

2026: invited speaker at the webinar « Covering Marine Conservation Challenges in one of the World’s Most Overfished 

Seas: The Mediterranean » organized by Earth Journalism Network (EJN) 

2024: Invited speaker at the public debate "How can Africa and Europe work together to strengthen existing MPAs, and 

LMMAs, and expand their geographical scope and effectiveness towards 2030?". Organized by Climate and 

Development - Africa‑Europe Foundation – Transforming Dialogue into Action 

2022: Invited speaker at SeAVE, workshop "Fishing in MPAs: illegal activities and surveillance" - organized by the 

Regno di Nettuno MPA. 

2019: presentation "Aires marines protégées: des oasis de nature sauvage dans une mer menacée ?" (in French) at ''Nice 

Cool & Verte'' (a citizens' initiative event dedicated to positive, local and concrete solutions in response to questions  

raised by climate change and environmental issues, their impacts on human societies and the global ecosystem), Nice,  

France, 15-16th June 2019 

 

 

ACADEMIC QUALIFICATION 
 

05/06/2023 – Present. National Scientific Qualification (ASN), Italy — Full Professor (Ecology, SC 05/C1) 

Italian Ministry of University and Research (MUR). Certificate No.: 17649 (issued 05/06/2023). Qualified for Full 

Professorship in Ecology (SC 05/C1). The Evaluation Committee unanimously recognized the candidate’s scientific 

leadership (frequent first, last, or corresponding authorship), strong publication record in Q1 journals, and full alignment 

with the Ecology profile, with particular emphasis on Mediterranean marine protected areas (MPAs) management and 

fisheries ecology. 

 

INSTITUTIONAL ROLES AND SCIENTIFIC SERVICE 

Institutional Roles at Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn 
 

05/11/2023 – Present  - Member of the Department Council of Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn. Appointed by Board of  

19/03/2023 – 21/01/2026 - Member, Permanent Working Group for the Three-Year Activity Plan of Stazione Zoologica Anton 

Dohrn (SZN).  

19/03/2021 – 18/03/2023 – Member of the Seminar Committee of Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn. 

2020–present: Regular participation as President or Member of selection committees for research fellowships (Assegni di 

ricerca) and research scholarships (Borse di ricerca) at Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn. Roles include: President of 8 

committees and Member/Alternate Member of 15 committees. 

Scientific Service and Research Community Activities (external) (participation in international scientific 
committees, editorial activities, and research networks) 

 

2023 – Present. MedFund (Monaco). Member, Grant Award Committee. Contribution to the evaluation of the scientific and 

technical merit of project proposals supporting Mediterranean MPAs 

2023 - Reviewer for Research Proposals — French National Research Agency (ANR), AAPG 2023 — Panel CE02 (Living 

Earth). April–July 2023. 

2020 – Present. Member, ICES Working Group on Comparative Ecosystem-based Analyses of Atlantic and Mediterranean 

Marine Systems (WGCOMEDA) 

2020 – Present. Member, MedPAN Thematic Working Group on Fisheries 

2021 – Present. Participant, COST Action CA19107 Sea Unicorn. Involvement in WG1 (Improving knowledge on marine 

functional connectivity), WG2 (Forecasting), and WG3 (Data for management and policy-making) 

01/04/2022 – 30/12/2025. Member, CESAB (FRB) Working Group “Blue Justice: Supporting Climate Resilience through 

Equitable Ocean Conservation” 

2019 - Member of Science Council of Blue Parks (https://blueparks.org/about/people/), an international initiative by Marine 

Conservation Institute 

2017 - Reviewer for Research Proposals — University Research Board (URB), American University of Beirut (AUB). March–

April 2017. 

 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

27/12/2022 – 09/02/2023 | ENEA / Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn - Participation in the XXXVIII Antarctic Campaign — 

PNRA (National Antarctic Research Programme). Temporary assignment to the 2022/23 Antarctic expedition aboard the 

icebreaker RV Laura Bassi, within the BIOCLEVER project (“Biophysical coupling structuring the larval and juvenile fish 

community of the Ross Sea continental shelf: a multidisciplinary approach”). Role: coordination of ichthyological data 

collection. 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

“Le informazioni contenute nel presente curriculum vitae sono rese sotto la personale responsabilità del sottoscritto ai sensi 

degli artt. 46 e 47 del D.P.R. 28 dicembre 2000, n. 445, consapevole della responsabilità penale prevista all’art. 76 del 

medesimo D.P.R. 28 dicembre 2000, n. 445, per le ipotesi di falsità in atti e dichiarazioni mendaci”. 

 

“Autorizzo il trattamento dei miei dati personali presenti nel curriculum vitae ai sensi del Decreto Legislativo 30 giugno 2003, 

n. 196 “Codice in materia di protezione dei dati personali” e dell’art. 13 del GDPR (Regolamento UE 2016/679)” 

 

 

Data  

Palermo, 19/04/2026 

Firma  
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