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Mette Handberg-Thorsager  
Max Planck Institute of  
Molecular Cell Biology and Genetics 
Dresden, Germany 
 
The ancestral retinoic acid receptor (RAR) 
was a sensor triggering neuronal 
differentiation.  

 
 
 

 
Miquel Vila-Farré 
Max Planck Institute of  
Molecular Cell Biology and Genetics 
Dresden, Germany 

 
Why can some animals regenerate while others 
cannot? Tracing the evolution of regeneration 
in planarians. 
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